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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 14, it is not 
clear what is configured to be connected to the casing, the shielding shell or the 
shielding member. Appropriate correction is required. The claim is interpreted as 
meaning the shell is configured to be connected to the casing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 

Claims 1 , 4, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Ko. 

Regarding claim 1 , Ko discloses a connector to be (i.e. capable of being) 
attached to equipment in which a plurality of terminals are provided in a shielding casing 
and a mounting hole formed on the shielding casing, the connector comprising a 
plurality of terminals 20 fixedly attached to an end portion of a plurality wires and 
configured to be (i.e. capable of being) connected to the terminals of the equipment, 
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respectively; a housing 10" configured retain the plurality terminals and to be (i.e. 
capable of being) fit into the mounting hole; and a shielding shell 51" having conductive 
characteristic and fixedly attached to an end portion of a cylindrical shielding member 
52" enclosing plurality of wires collectively, and configured to be connected shielding 
casing. 

Per claim 4, the shielding shell comprises a flange portion 512" formed in plate- 
shape and configured to (i.e. capable of) abut against an outer wall surface of the 
shielding case. 

Per claims 7 and 8, Ko discloses cover 60". 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Panis et al. ("Panis"). 

Regarding claim 1 , Panis discloses a connector to be (i.e. capable of being) 
attached to equipment in which a plurality of terminals are provided in a shielding casing 
and a mounting hole formed on the shielding casing, the connector comprising a 
plurality of terminals (col. 1, line 62) fixedly attached to an end portion of a plurality 
wires and configured to be (i.e. capable of being) connected to the terminals of the 
equipment, respectively; a housing 4 configured retain the plurality terminals and to be 
(i.e. capable of being) fit into the mounting hole; and a shielding shell 5 having 
conductive characteristic and fixedly attached to an end portion of a cylindrical shielding 
member 15 enclosing plurality of wires collectively, and configured to be connected 
shielding casing. 

Per claim 2, each of the housing and the shielding shell comprises a coupling 
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units (9, 10) configured to be locked to each other to thereby couple the housing and 
the shielding shell with each other. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 3, 5, 6, and 9-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Regarding claim 3, the prior 
art does not suggest the connector as claimed, including the combination of all the 
claimed elements, the combination including that the coupling units comprises a lock 
hole formed on the flange portion and a locking protrusion in which configured to be 
locked in the lock hole in a manner projecting on a outer surface side of the flange 
portion as claimed. Regarding claim 5, the prior art does not suggest the connector as 
claimed, including the combination of all the claimed elements, the combination 
including that the flange portion comprises a protective wall formed by bending a 
circumferential edge thereof on the outer surface side. Regarding claim 6, the prior art 
does not suggest the connector as claimed, including the combination of all the claimed 
elements, the combination including the temporary locking unit as claimed. Regarding 
claim 9, the prior art does not suggest the connector as claimed, including the 
combination of all the claimed elements, the combination including the sealing member 
as claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




